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As a basic right of citizens, freedom of press is the freedom of speech and the 
freedom of publication represented by mass media and a state of self-determination of 
mass media and citizens to collect、interview、write、publish、print、circulate、obtain 
the news and other production under the regulation and authorization of the law. With 
the development of media and judicature, the connotation of press freedom, deriving 
from the freedom of speech and the freedom of publication , becomes more and more 
rich , turns into a constitutional, institutional and structural right and is praised as “the 
footstone of democracy.” 
As the scope of the right expands to a situation of abuse which damages the 
social interest and the basic rights of citizens, especially the infringement of latter’s 
right of reputation and right of privacy seriously breaks the harmonious relationship 
between the mass media and social public, citizens become to condemn the mass 
media and the government compelled to regulate its activity. 
Under the formidable social stress, the theory of social responsibility streamed 
from mass media, whom began to use the method of self-discipline to alleviate the 
conflict of interest between other social main bodies and itself by establishing 
analogous organizations to Press Council, formulating professional morality of 
journalism and improving law consciousness of press practitioner. As a supplement to 
nomocracy, press self-discipline ,on one hand, promotes mass media and its 
practitioner to improve the consciousness of law and professional morality as to 
decrease the right infringement and attemper the conflict between the mass media and 
social public, on the other hand, avoids more severe regulation by the 
government ,and at the same time, extends its space of activity and safeguards the 
freedom of press which is hard-earned. 
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